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Cultivation Involves Listening – “being swift to hear” – 1:21 – 2:26

Cultivation Involves More than Just Listening – 1:21-27

Receiving the Word 
James 1:21

Introduction:

“Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls”
Review: How to Receive the Word
I.     A Listening Heart – 1:2-8
II.   A Lowly Heart – 1:9-11
III. A Peaceful Heart – 1:12-20
I.   How We are to Receive the Word
A. Receive with a Wholesome Heart – 1:21a
“Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness,”
1. Looking
a. Look Backward – “Therefore”
Look Back to 1:19–20 – “be slow to anger”

You cannot receive God’s Word with sin in your heart – namely anger. Now he goes farther, he broadens the sin category.

b. Look Inward – “filthiness and overflow of wickedness”
 What did they see when they looked inside? James expected them to see:

· “dirt or filth” -  “ῥυπαρίαν” - Used metaphorically of moral dirt and filth.

Remember their background,
· Superfluity of naughtiness - περισσείαν κακίας –– “the overflowing of evil.” Then compare that to the holiness of God.
c. Look Upward – A Holy God

Giving of the Law - Hebrews 12:21

 “And if so much as a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned or shot with an arrow.” And so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I am exceedingly afraid and trembling.”

Carrying of the Ark – 2 Samuel 6:6-7
“Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God.”
Holy of Holies – Hebrews 9:8
“the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing.”
2. Laying - ἀποθέμενο͂ι – “laying aside”
Colossians 8-10

“But now you yourselves are to put “ἀπόθεσθε” off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.”
Then he reminds them:

“Do not lie to one another, since you have put off “ἀπεκδυσάμενοι” at a point in time. The old man with his deeds, and have put on “ἐνδυάμενoi" the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him.”
B. Receive with a Welcoming Heart – 1:21b
“and receive with meekness”

1. Accept it as from God
· James is writing this passage. I am preaching it. But God is saying it.
2.  Accept it as to Me
· Not all Scripture is to me (Both old and new Testament).
· Not every promise in the book is mine, BUT all Scripture is for me.
3.  Accept it as for Me
· Be not snow shovel listeners. It is for me and I will welcome it.
C. Receive with a Willing Heart – 1:21b
“and receive with meekness 
1. A submissive heart means, I realize who I am.
2.  A subjected heart means, I realize whose I am.
II. What We are to Receive – the Word – 1:21c
“the implanted Word”

A.  God’s Word
The great God of the universe is giving you His Word. Did you hear that? Are you interested?

B.  Implanted Word - ἔμφυτον
· When: The new-born Word – at the new birth
· What: In seed form – in the gospel.
· Inborn: natural and innate.
· Simple though it is, it has great potential.

· The seed is received like a baby, then we mature to a child, youth, adult.
III. Why We Are To Receive – 1:21d
“which able to save your soul.”
The automatic reaction to the phrase “save your soul” leads one to understand it as eternal salvation from Hell. Not true of James’s readers.
A. The Meaning of “Save”

           1. To Save from the Penalty of Sin – Ephesians 2:8
 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.”

           2. To Save from the Power of Sin – Philippians 2:12-13
“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which works in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”
3. To Save from the Presence of Sin – Romans 13:11
“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.”
4. To Save from an Illness – Mark 15:23
“And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lies at the point of death: I pray you, come and lay your hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.”
5. To Save from Physical Death - Matthew 14:30
“But when he (Peter) saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!" 
6. To Save from the Loss of Value/Profit - Mark 8:34-38

“Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.  For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”

B.  The Meaning of “Soul” – Properly translated “Life”
· Can refer to a person - 70 souls went down to Egypt (Genesis)
· Can refer to the immaterial part of a person – soul and spirit

· Can refer to one’s physical life (Genesis 19:17; 32:30; I Sam. 19:11; Jeremiah 48:6; Make 3:4//Luke 6:9; James 5:20.
Not a single place in the entire Bible where the phrase means “deliverance from hell” (Hodges p. 41)
C.  The Meaning of the Clause - “able to save your soul”
1.  Readers were Already “saved” Born Again (1:18)
2.  James had just spoken of death as the consequences of sin (1:14-15)
3. Point: Although sin can culminate in physical death, the Word of God – properly received, 
· Can preserve physical life - (Acts 5; 1 Corinthians 5 and 11; James 5:20; 1 John 5 - the sin unto death)
· Can preserve spiritual life.
